Second Look legislation
addresses the critical
problem of harsh sentences
providing individuals with
an opportunity for
resentencing after they
have served a certain
amount of time in prison.

Florida must do beftter!

1990's-Florida eliminated parole entirely.

Florida law requires individuals serve 85% of
their sentence before being eligible for early
release.

Florida currently has 13,906 lifers. This is
more than 32 other states combined.

>16,000 children under 18 growing up in
Florida adult prisons with harsh sentences.

Florida prosecutes more children in the
adult justice system than any other state.

FL has direct filed more youth than CA, TX,
PA, NC, and MI combined.

http://floridacure.org/

Florida C.U.R:E

C.U.R.E.

Citizens United
for Rehabilitation of Errants
http://floridacure.org/

/sfscoup LOOK

HOW IT WORKS

Step 1:
A judge sentences John Doe to 35 years in prison.

Step 2:

John successfully completes rehabilitative programming
in prison with minimal disciplinary infractions.

Step 3:

After 10 years of incarceration, John becomes eligible to
have his sentence reviewed. This can be done through a
petition to the court or eligibility to appear before a
discretionary release panel.

Step 4:

The court or review board considers changes in John’s
life, including behavior in prison, participation in
programming, maturation, as well as input from
stakeholders such as the prosecuting attorney, victims,
and prison staff.

Step 5:

The court or review board determines whether or not
John remains a public safety risk and whether the original
sentence advances the interest of justice. John can then
have his sentence reduced or be released and sent home
immediately, often under supervision.

Step 6:

John is released from prison — saving himself, his family,
and taxpayers the high economic and social costs of his
excessive sentence.

GROW WITH US




SECOND LOOK

FLORIDA C.U.R.E.

Second Look Sentencing

PLAINED

What it is, why we need it, and how it works

Source: https//famm.org/wp-content/uploads/Second-Look-Infographic.pdf

FLORIDA FACTS WHAT IS SECOND LOOK

The Second Look will provide a gateway for eligible

6,49 individuals to have their sentence reviewed. After
with 20+ being incarcerated for a set number of years a
review will occur to determine if they have been
rehabilitated. They will be required to petition the
original court of jurisdiction where they will have
the opportunity to show they are reformed.

' 3 A panel of experts will review their prison history,
~ annual - 2022-23: educational, and rehabilitative records, expert
otal Fundin testimony, character witnesses, and more. The
courts may order supervision and mentorship
programs upon release.
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CONTACT US WHO WE ARE SIGN UP TO JOIN OUR COALITION

Florida CURE Angela Boucher, President Advocate Signup
PO Box 2477 CURE was founded in Texas https://forms.gle/wwzwd5
Dunnellon, FL 33430 in 1972. It has become a QhNDR4igN28
a.boucher@floridacure.org national organization & is
(352)228-CURE (2873) now in all 50 states

""'@ HTTP://FLORIDACURE.ORG
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http://twitter.com/FLCURE

Seamus's Story

Seamus was, but one statistic of the opioid crisis. He was prescribed opioids for severe back pain and
the all too often story of addiction began. Seamus was arrested for possession of drugs in 2020. He
was sentenced to one year and one day in the Florida State Prison System.

He was a non-violent person, yet he had to serve his sentence in some of the worst and most violent
prisons in Florida. His first stop was first housed at Belle Glades. Seamus had an anxiety disorder and a
diagnosis of manic-depression, but was put into isolation for 2 1/2 months at Belle Glades. He was not
allowed to have family visit or allowed to have to have Zoom Calls despite his mother's constant
requests. He was blocked form any visitors and his mother believes this was in retaliation to her
request to have him in a room with a non-violent person. His first roommate killed four people and
Seamus was unable to sleep, because he was frightened of the roommate. The mental anguish and
further deterioration psychologically from solitary confinement is well documented. This was torture.
Seamus was then transferred to South Florida Reception Center. His head was shaved and he
contracted MRSA and HEP-C confirmed by his medical record. HIs mother requested that he get
medical attention for these diagnoses, but instead he was choked, beaten and punched at South
Florida Reception Center by Officer King. Dr. Young was the medical doctor treating Seamus, however
Seamus was never prescribed his needed psychiatric medications for his manic-depressive diagnosis
and anxiety.

Seamus was told by a SFRC Captain when he left that he was going to be DOA, dead on arrival when he
was sent to Calhoun CI. Seamus lived in constant fear. Upon arrival to Calhoun, Seamus was picked on
by the Officers at Calhoun CI. Numerous phone calls Seamus made to his family expressed his grave
concern for his life. He felt someone was 'out to get him' daily.

Seamus' mother contacted the Calhoun Cl Head Nurse, Rose and spoke with her concerned that her
son had pneumonia and bronchitis. His mom pleaded with Rose to get her son proper treatment by
sending him to a hospital, also allowing him to rest and heal without being in fear of his life.
After repeated phone calls home day after day, what Seamus predicted happened. His family believe a
gang member with a life sentence was coaxed by an Officer to injure and/or kill Seamus. A fellow
prisoner and witness was able to stop the attack by the other prisoner, but it was too late. Seamus was
sent to the local hospital, unresponsive. Seamus was later transferred to Tallahassee Memorial via
LifeFlight where he required life support and was unable to breathe on his own. Once Seamus was
declared brain dead he was removed from life support.

Seamus' family state the Medical Examiner who performed the autopsy reported Seamus' lungs
appeared to be damaged from over twenty years of smoking at least five packs of cigarettes a day. The
family suspect this damage was from repeated gassings, because Seamus never smoked cigarettes.
The Head Nurse, Rose who did nothing to help Seamus later told the bereaved mother, "l thought you
were exaggerating". His mother had shared with the Head Nurse she believed her son's life was in
danger. No corrective action was ever taken to protect Seamus.

Seamus was beaten and gassed repeatedly by Officers at Miami-Dade Cl. Seamus was tragically killed
at Calhoun Correctional Facility while under the care of the Florida Department of Corrections. He
died at Tallahassee Memorial Medical Center on July 15th, 2021. Basically lifeless, brain dead and
shackled to a bed in the hospital under 'the custody' of two DOC Officers was where his family last
shared a brief moment with their loved one. Calhoun CI has never taken any responsibility in the
matter. The Warden told Seamus' brother that Seamus died of a drug overdose with no evidence. The
court case is ongoing with no depositions taken since the incident.
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Virginia's 'second-look' bill could allow some prisoners to get
out of jail early

By FOX 5 DC Digital Team Published January 25, 2023 Updated 8:18PM

Virginia lawmakers are introducing a bill that could give prisoners a chance to get out
early.

It's called a second look law. It would give inmates who have served at least 15 years of
their sentence the ability to ask a judge to consider early release based on good
behavior and the ability to contribute positively to the community.

Half the states in the country have considered second-look laws, according to The
Sentencing Project. Often, these laws enjoy bipartisan support, including in Virginia.
Republican Senator Chap Petersen said the bill allows prisoners to go back to a trial
judge and have their sentences removed.

"The trial judge would have 100% discretion," Petersen explained. "The
commonwealth's attorney would be involved, the victim would be involved, but
effectively it's a look at those 1,300 prisoners that are long-term prisoners."

Petersen is leading the charge in the Senate where the judiciary committee will be
holding a hearing on the bill Wednesday afternoon. Republican Delegate Carrie Coyner
supports the bill in the house. The ACLU of Virginia reports the bill received 20%
Republican support in the House last year after passing the Senate.

Shawn Weneta works for ACLU Virginia. He served 16 years in prison for embezzlement
before former Governor Ralph Northam pardoned his sentence in 2020. Weneta
supports the bill because he says it is more restrictive than gubernatorial pardons and
more transparent for the public than the parole board decisions. It also gives crime
victims a chance to stay involved.


https://www.fox5dc.com/tag/us/va
https://www.fox5dc.com/news/inmates-escape-virginia-federal-prison-camp
https://www.sentencingproject.org/

Con't

Your"There's a lot of victims that support this bill," Weneta said. "Right now,
what somebody who is incarcerated is doing or has done - they don't have any
right to any information at all. In this process, they would actually be able to
see ‘oh, this person has actually done this variety of things while being
incarcerated.™
READ MORE: 4 inmates escape from Virginia federal prison camp
Not every lawmaker is on board, though. The House courts committee that
would have to approve the bill to go to the floor is chaired by Republican
Delegate Rob Bell. He says the bill would eliminate truth in sentencing and
allow retroactive resentencing, and most importantly, it would eliminate the
victim from knowing when the defendant is sentenced and how long the
defendant will in fact serve.

Senator Petersen said he spoke to Governor Glenn Youngkin about the bill and
that the governor is neutral on the idea for now.


https://www.fox5dc.com/news/inmates-escape-virginia-federal-prison-camp
https://www.fox5dc.com/tag/people/glenn-youngkin

Women in Prison



